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“The behaviors described today reflect the dog’s responses in an Animal Care Center environment and during assessment . A 

dog's behavior in an Animal Care Center may differ significantly from how they behave in a home. Stress, confinement, and 

unfamiliar surroundings can cause dogs to act out or suppress behaviors that may emerge later . A dog's behavior may change 

based on surroundings, training, medical, socialization, and life experiences.”

Truman greeted the runner with a relaxed body, soft eyes, and a loose tail wag. He was easy to leash and remove from the 

kennel, and growled at his neighbors when they barked at him. He pulled slightly on leash, and was easy to collar. In the 

catch pen, his body was neutral at first. When a male dog approached the fence to greet him, his body tensed, his hackles 

raised, his eyes became focused, and he growled at the other dog. He was muzzled prior to entering the yard for the safety of 

the other dogs. He entered the yard with a neutral body and a soft tail wag. He stood near the handler, allowing a few dogs to 

approach and sniff him. His body was slightly tense, his eyes were wide, and he continued to growl at the male dogs. He 

seemed more comfortable with the females, so all of the other dogs were shifted to the side yard while one female stayed in 

the yard with Truman. The muzzle was removed, and Truman was allowed to freely interact with the female dog. He roamed 

the yard with a neutral body, soft eyes, an open pant, and a neutral tail. He briefly greeted the female dog, but wandered off 

after a few seconds. He spent most of his time soliciting petting from the handlers. Truman is selective of the other dogs, has 

a medium energy level, and does not have a playstyle at this time.
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“The behaviors described today reflect the dog’s responses in an Animal Care Center environment and during assessment . A 

dog's behavior in an Animal Care Center may differ significantly from how they behave in a home. Stress, confinement, and 

unfamiliar surroundings can cause dogs to act out or suppress behaviors that may emerge later . A dog's behavior may change 

based on surroundings, training, medical, socialization, and life experiences.”

Truman was already in the yard when the handler decided to begin the handling assessment. He was moved to the side yard, 

and given a few moments to decompress before the handler entered the yard. He approached the handler with a relaxed 

body, soft eyes, an open pant,  and a neutral tail wag. He allowed the handler to pet his whole body with no issues, and 

remained relaxed and easy to handle throughout the assessment. Once the assessment was over, he stayed near the handler 

and continued to solicit petting.
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