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“The behaviors described today reflect the dog’s responses in an Animal Care Center environment and during assessment . A 

dog's behavior in an Animal Care Center may differ significantly from how they behave in a home. Stress, confinement, and 

unfamiliar surroundings can cause dogs to act out or suppress behaviors that may emerge later . A dog's behavior may change 

based on surroundings, training, medical, socialization, and life experiences.”

Lola has been to playgroup several times since her initial assessment and has become a playgroup helper dog. Her behavior 

has shown significant improvement. She is still a bit wary of the leash, but is much easier to remove from the kennel. She 

will mouth playfully at the runner’s hands and arms during collaring, but is easy to correct. She greets the other dogs with a 

relaxed body, soft eyes, and a loose tail wag, and will engage in play with the other dogs for some time before resting under 

the table with a relaxed body. She jumps on the handlers excitedly while soliciting petting from them. Lola is tolerant of the 

other dogs, has a medium energy level, and prefers a gentle/dainty playstyle. Lola will no longer require a KHOA for 

handling sensitivity.
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“The behaviors described today reflect the dog’s responses in an Animal Care Center environment and during assessment . A 

dog's behavior in an Animal Care Center may differ significantly from how they behave in a home. Stress, confinement, and 

unfamiliar surroundings can cause dogs to act out or suppress behaviors that may emerge later . A dog's behavior may change 

based on surroundings, training, medical, socialization, and life experiences.”

Lola was at the back of the kennel with a hunched posture, tense body, ears back, concerned eyes, and a tucked tail. She 

pressed her body against the wall, bared her teeth, and barked defensively. The runner gently tossed the leash over her head, 

but she attempted to shake the leash off while snapping at it. She was able to settle after a few seconds, and exited the kennel 

with no issues. She pulled lightly on leash while greeting her calm neighbors and bypassing her vocal neighbors. She was 

wary of being collared, and snapped defensively a few times before the runner was able to calm her down. The runner 

moved slowly, and was able to collar her after a few attempts. In the catch pen, her body was neutral, her gaze was neutral, 

and her tail was neutral. She entered the yard, and exchanged appropriate greetings with the other dogs. She roamed the 

yard, and watched the other dogs play with interest. She engaged in gentle play with other calm dogs, but quickly became 

overwhelmed when an energetic male became too pushy with her. She ran away from him, and hid under the table. She 

offered a firm correction when he continued to pester her. She solicited petting from the handlers. Lola is tolerant of the 

other dogs, has a medium energy level, and prefers a gentle-dainty playstyle.
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“The behaviors described today reflect the dog’s responses in an Animal Care Center environment and during assessment . A 

dog's behavior in an Animal Care Center may differ significantly from how they behave in a home. Stress, confinement, and 

unfamiliar surroundings can cause dogs to act out or suppress behaviors that may emerge later . A dog's behavior may change 

based on surroundings, training, medical, socialization, and life experiences.”

Lola was already in the yard when the handler decided to begin the handling assessment. She was moved to the side yard, 

and given a few moments to decompress before the handler entered the yard. She stood next to the handler with a slightly 

tense body, concerned eyes, and a tucked tail. She allowed the handler to pet her whole body, but remained tense and 

uncomfortable throughout the assessment. She did not growl ore try to bite, but was clearly nervous while being handled. 

When the assessment was over, her body relaxed slightly and she allowed the handler to continue petting her.
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